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Abstract

In this study, we introduce the active-XY model which is an intermediate model between the classical
XY model with spins fixed on lattice points and the Vicsek model with spins traversing freely through
space. This model allows spins to self-propel and navigate across lattice points according to their
orientations. While the classical XY model is known for the emergence of topological defects, our
research investigates the relations between topological defects and the self-propulsion mechanisms
within the framework of the active-XY model. Our results show that as self-propulsion intensifies,
particles increasingly aggregate at +1 vortex defects, while —1 vortex defects become less common
in the system. By comparing the heatmap of vorticity and the behavior of phase separation, we also

examine the relations between motility-induced phase separation (MIPS) and topological defects.
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